
Inthe darkest times of the year, flames are lit throughout the
world to proclaim the power of the spirit to shine and reunite
us in love, hope and generosity. As we light the candles of

Chanukah, which means “dedication,” may we rededicate ourselves to our
highest values. May we feel the wisdom of the ancestors, the sacredness of
the earth and the strength of each other calling us forth to shine.

We say these blessings each night as we prepare to light the candles:

Sacred Flames, Sacred Light

Barukh atah Adonai, Eloheinu, melekh ha’olam asher kidishanu b’mitz’votav v’tzivanu l’had’lik neir shel Chanukah. 
Blessed is the Mystery that flows through time and space 

and calls us into sacred relationship as we kindle the Chanukah lights.

Barukh atah Adonai, Eloheinu, melekh ha’olam she’asah nisim la’avoteinu bayamim haheim baziman hazeh. 
Blessed is the Mystery that brings forth miracles in every moment.
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1st Candle  
Gratitude

We give thanks for the gifts of life and open our
hearts to gratitude, wonder and appreciation.
Naming something we feel thankful for, we add
this prayer for the first night:

2nd Candle  
Generosity 

We honor the power of generosity to connect
and heal. May we share our abundance freely, 
affirming the interdependence of all life. 
Blessed is the Mystery that calls us into sacred 
relationship in every moment. 

3rd Candle  
Courage

We call on the wisdom of the ancestors, the
rhythms of the earth and the hope of generations
to come: help us be courageous, help us be
strong. May we act boldly and bravely with skillful
means for justice and peace.
May our hearts be strong and filled with

courage. Let us together bring forth the Divine

presence. — Psalm 31:25

Barukh atah Adonai, Eloheinu, melekh ha’olam she’asah
nisim la’avoteinu bayamim haheim baziman hazeh. Amen.
Blessed is the One who gives us life, who raises

us up and brings us to this very moment.



4th Candle 
Kindness

We light these candles in honor of the power of
kindness to change us and the world. As the
flames illuminate the darkness, we set an intention
to search out opportunities to engage in radical
kindness again and again.
The world is built on loving-kindness. 

— Psalm 89:3

5th Candle  
Awareness

Being present to each moment guides us in 
seeing clearly and acting wisely. It helps us listen
well and respond with patience and
understanding. We light these candles and marvel
at the mysteries of creation. We set an intention
to be amazed.
This is the moment the One has made, let us

rejoice and give thanks. — Psalm 118:24

6th Candle 
Connection

We give thanks for the messengers who guide us
and for the opportunity to be messengers and
guides for others. As we light these candles, we
remind ourselves that often, without even knowing
it, we are the answers to each other’s prayers.
The Mystery will send an angel before you. 

— Genesis 24:7

7th Candle 
Reverence

As we light these candles we affirm that in every
moment we dwell in the sacred presence and the
Divine shines through us all. Let us practice seeing
the beauty in ourselves, each other and 
the world and let this inspire loving acts of care
and connection.
Fulfilled are they who know that in each

moment they dwell in the Divine Presence.

Fulfilled are they who know that in each

moment the Divine presence dwells within them.

— Psalm 84:5

8th Candle  
Responsibility

As we light these eight candles, we affirm that
everything we do matters and that our actions
create the world for generations to come. In the
fullness of the flames we rededicate ourselves to
living lives of service in harmony with each other
and the earth.

May we act boldly and live passionately for
goodness and love.

And together may we turn the world towards
justice, harmony and peace.

Sending Blessings and Light,
Rabbi Yael Levy
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